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About SYLVAIN WILLENZ

Established in 2004, SYLVAIN WILLENZ is an industrial design office based in Brussels. With an approach to design characterized by a clear inquisitiveness for products, industry and processes, Sylvain Willenz and his team, work on various projects ranging from lighting to products, IT electronics and furniture.

· Valuing most and for all a good understanding of the producer's or manufacturer's needs and an enriching relationship, the services provided by the office are characterized by a simple and relevant design approach which endeavor to always offer innovative solutions.

· SYLVAIN WILLENZ works internationally with renowned clients such as Established & Sons (UK), SCP (UK), Freecom (NL/DE), Feld (BE), Tamawa (BE), Karimoku New Standards (JP) amongst others.

· Works by SYLVAIN WILLENZ have been granted some of the most highly considered awards including several iF Awards and Red Dot "Best of the Best" Awards in Product Design. In 2009, the Torch light series were nominated Best in Lighting and Overall Best Product of the Year at the UK Grand Designs Awards. Several works have also been acquired by Museums, integrating their permanent collections and archives.
·   In 2009, leading press and institutions (The Vif/Knack WE Magazines, The Interieur Foundation, The Design Museum Gent and the Museum of Grand-Hornu Images) nominated Sylvain as Belgian Designer of the Year.


· 
About Sylvain Willenz
· Born in Brussels in 1978, Sylvain Willenz has lived consecutively in the US, Belgium and in the UK. Sylvain studied MA Design Products at the Royal College of Art in London, graduating in 2003. In 2004, Sylvain opened his Design Office, based in Brussels.

Products and Projects: In chronological order
RAY Year: 2011 Production: Tamawa (BE)
Ray Light suspension for Tamawa investigates the common use and typology of Tubular Lighting (TL), a light source, which is usually found in crude and low-tech designs for non-domestic situations. Ray makes use of Tamawa's specialized production techniques, expertise and understanding of Bakelite balls, consequently creating a domestic lighting fixture with a refined technical solution, an original and colourful alternative to common TL connectors. The suspension is available in 1 or 3 hanging modules, in 7 colours or in full black and uses dimmable TLs.
TORCH 500 Year: 2011 Production: Established & Sons (UK)
In 2011, we added a new family member to the Torch collection of lights - the Torch 500. With its 55cm diameter, the light works perfectly as a suspension above a dining table, above a meeting room table or in various applications.

HOMERUN new items Year: 2011 Production: Karimoku New Standard (JP)
In 2011, Karimoku New standards added items to accompany the Homerun Chair launched a year ago. With its playful character and its soft features, it made sense for us to reduce and adapt the chair into a child's version. Also complementing both chairs and making a clear link between the world of adulthood and childhood, we designed a stool, which can also be used as a table for children and create a full set. To complete the family, and as KNS is presenting small elementary desktop accessories, we created a large and bold cartoon ink-stamp-looking paperweight to be enjoyed by all.

CLS Year: 2010 Production: Freecom (DE/NL)
Following the success of the XXS Mobile Drive and other products, Freecom commissioned us to develop a new concept for collecting and organizing data. The response is the CLS Mobile Drive, an external mobile hard drive that incorporates a labelling system on its side, enabling users to organize their data and identify hard drive contents at a glance. Witnessing the growing number of hard drives owned by individuals for their data (music, films, back-ups...) and inspired by the old cassette tapes and floppy drives, we imagined a drive that could be labelled in a very simple and personal way. The label is kept behind a removable window set in the side of the drive. The CLS comes in a stackable see-through case with spare colored labels and a small USB cable. Alongside, we also designed a dock, allowing for 3 drives and 1 extra peripheral to be connected to the computer simultaneously.
Awards: • Red Dot 'Best of the Best' Product Design Award 2011 • iF Product Design Award 2011 • Henry van De Velde Label 2010 Design Vlaanderen • Nominated Brit Insurance Design Museum London 2011

PRINT Year: 2010 Production: Established & Sons (UK)
Print lamp gathers within a single bubble of blown glass, the components usually found as separate items in pendant lighting. In effect, the shade, the colour, the reflector and the diffuser have all been produced throughout one gesture. Only the light fitting is added in a second phase of production. This logic and attention to process, applied to a carefully and well-proportioned flat globe, offers a bright reinterpretation of an archetypal light globe".

LOCK Year: 2010 Production: Tamawa (BE)
Tamawa uses Bakelite balls for its well-known collection of ingenious jewellery and launches several items for its home range. Inspired by Coated, our former coat stand project, we developed Lock, a simple and effective solution to an archetypal coat stand arrangement. The particularity of this coat stand lies in the simplicity of its elements and how they are put together. It is assembled only from three wooden poles inserted through a machined Bakelite ball, which maintains the lot together. Available in 7 different colours. 
HOMERUN Year: 2009 Production: Karimoku New Standard (JP)

Inspired from old cartoons, Homerun is characterized by bold and rounded features that have been rationalized to classic simplicity and elegance. It combines the charm of a deliberate naivety with perfect workmanship. Karimoku has been manufacturing wood into high quality furniture for a long time. With Karimoku New Standard, Karimoku launches a collection that represents a new approach to furniture design in Japan. With the aim to promote the conservation of forests, thinning wood, a waste product of forestry was used for the new products.


UCHAIR Year: 2009 Production: Feld (BE)
The uChair range is a smart and elegant update of a classic cantilevered typology. Flat oval steel tubing, formed into simple shapes make up this series of upholstered seats available in high-back and low-back versions and accompanied by an ottoman. The design is intentionally low-tech and simple, offering a sober yet sophisticated piece of furniture, appropriate for office use, waiting areas or at home. Various colours and finishes are available, from leather to fabric, in full or in dual-tone (head-rest in complementary colour). 

LANDMARKS Year: 2009 Production: Established & Sons (UK)
This series of lights is inspired by outdoor functional devices designed to be seen from the sky. The Landmark Roof light, is inspired by signs found along roads, which usually indicate mileage and underground gas conduct trails. The Landmark Cone light takes its shape from the well-known windsock, a simple textile tube on a pole, used to indicate wind direction. In low winds the windsock droops and in high wind it floats horizontally, hence the articulated top of the light.
CANDY Year: 2009 Project
Candy exploits the potential of steel reinforcement bars for concrete structures. Thanks to a simple industrial coating process normally used in the marine and machine industry, the unattractive steel bars are given a new and seducing identity. A high gloss polyester coating, applied to the textured bars gives off a multitude of highly bright reflections.

TORCH Year: 2008 Production: Established & Sons (UK)
Torch recalls the archetypal lines of a common torch, and mixes it with the image of a car headlight. Made from moulded plastic, with a diamond-shaped textured sheet polycarbonate diffuser. A clean and simple typology, made using a rough industrial process, resulting in a refined end product. 

Awards: • Henry van de Velde Label Award 2008 Design Vlaanderen • Elle Decoration International Design Awards 2009 for Lighting • UK Grand Designs Award for Best Lighting Design and Product of the Year 2009 • Das Buch Der Klassiker of Schöner Wohnen
SLIDE Year: 2007 SCP (UK) 
Originally designed in 2007, the Slide mirror is now produced by well-known British company SCP. Slide Mirrors are based on simple graphic drawings, which play with reflection, perception and depth. The black border clearly refers to simple fat graffiti drop-shadows and elementary 3D effects; only here this feature is applied with fine mirroring techniques on the back of a single sheet of glass.


XS, NDXS, USB Memory Year: 2008 / 2009 Production: Freecom (DE/NL)
Following the success of the XXS Mobile Drive, Freecom commissioned us to adapt the concept of the rubber enclosures to Hard Drives of different categories. The results are the XS, a 3,5” Hard Drive, the NDXS, the same with added Network Drive features and a perforated skin, and the USB Memory, a tiny 1,8” Hard Drive, the size of a credit card and 9mm thick, with storage capacities up to 160 GB.

XXS Year: 2008 Freecom (DE/NL)
The Freecom XXS Mobile Drive is the world's smallest 2.5" external hard drive. Instead of a conventional enclosure, the XXS is contained in a rubberized exchangeable cover. The capacity of the drive is visible through a hole, which also acts as a grip to open the sleeve. The sleeves can be changed to other colours, ranging from black, silver, gold to light grey. XXS is available up to 640GB. In 2009 we extended the XXS series to the XS, the NDXS and the USB Memory.

Awards: • Red Dot 'Best of the Best' Product Design Award 2009 • iF Product Design Award 2009 • Henry van De Velde Label 2009 Design Vlaanderen

STUFF Year: 2006 Self-production / SWDS (BE)
Stuff is a seamless flat rubber handbag. Its material allows stretching in three dimensions. Things inside the bag are concealed and revealed through ghosted shapes. Stuff is produced in various colours and can be customised for projects.

Awards: • Henry van de Velde Label Award 2006 Design Vlaanderen
INNERTUBE Year: 2006 Project
InnerTube is not the only soft lampshade we have seen, but this one actually interrogates the relationship between a material and its application. In this case, the soft and flexible rubber shade is maintained in shape by the light source itself. Indeed, the shade is stretched around the circular glass tube. Contact between the two elements is safe, as the tube only gets warm.

Awards: • Henry van de Velde Label Award 2006 Design Vlaanderen
BRACKETS INCL. Year: 2003 Production: Discontinued
Brackets Included is made from one single pressed sheet of steel. The inspiration for this object is obviously the archetypal and common bracket, which we generally reserve for the garage or basement shelf. Here the famous bracket is celebrated and re-contextualised in the living space.

MILK Year: 2005 Production: Project
Decorative and ambient lights made from LED light chains mounted on an aluminium rod and dipped in translucent white rubber. The rubber forms a skin around the whole structure including the LEDs. The lights are dipped as a straight line to enable ease of production. In the last stage, each one is distorted in a random ball shape.

DR.B Year: 2002-03 with James Carrigan Project
Dr. B is an exploration into the cultural relevance of bamboo in a Western context and production possibilities with rubber. Qualities of bamboo are celebrated and treated in an unforeseen process. Lengths of bamboo are strapped into shape and dipped into a contrasting bright coloured rubber. Once cured, the rubber acts as a bonding agent, holding the seating structures together.

Awards: • Overall prize winner at Intérieur Kortrijk 2002
